   Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
*Hymn -              “How Great Our Joy”                        Page 144

*Benediction  

*Silent Meditation  
*Greeting:                                   

                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”  

*Extinguishing of candles

*Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today, December 10, 2023, the Second Sunday of Advent!  Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
GREETERS: Dec. 17th - Gary Fetterhoff, Chris & Pam Herb & Family; Dec. 24th & 31st - Marie & Chris Herb, 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: Dec. 3rd thru 31st - Diane Shaffer; Jan. 7th thru 28, 2024 - Sue Faust.
LAY READERS: Dec. 17 - Bridget Campbell; Dec. 24 - Sue Faust; Dec. 31 - Gerry Wiest; Jan. 7, 2024 - Sharon Fetterhoff.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Dec. 17th & 24th - Sharon Fetterhoff; Dec. 31, 2023 & Jan. 7, 2024.  If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We are on Season Three of “The Chosen” we view Lesson 5 on Dec. 17th and discuss it on Dec. 24th. Please join us. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Dec. 17th - Sue Faust & Pastor Kris; Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Rehearsal; Dec. 31st - Sue Faust & Donna Novinger. We welcome and encourage all Children to come to Sunday School!      Come and join the fun!              
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December 17, 2023


Third Sunday of Advent
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

     Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Alan Snyder
December 17, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

Third Sunday of Advent
    (*Please stand as you are able)

       Lighting of Candles 
      Prelude   
Announcements                                                                                                                 Diane Shaffer  
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Diane Shaffer               

L:  Let us come before the Lord rejoicing as we anticipate the birth of Christ.
P:  Let us come before our God with thanksgiving for he has blessed us beyond measure.
ALL:  With praise and thanksgiving let us worship the Lord our God.
  L: Come, let us joyfully worship together! 

Lighting of Advent Wreath -                           Faust Family 
      *Hymn -   “Good Christian Men Rejoice”             Page 151
                          (Sing Verses 2 & 3 only)
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Almighty God, we who are aware of your power made known to us in the Babe of Bethlehem, realize that we ought to prepare the way for your coming into the lives of others. You have given us the task of witnessing to the hope for renewal that you hold out to all, but we confess that we have not always taken up our responsibility. Forgive us for our shortcomings, Lord, and encourage us as we try to proclaim the good news that Christ came into the world that everyone might have life, and have it abundantly. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 126:1-6 (Responsive)                                  
  L: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dreamed.
P: Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”
L  The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.
P: Restore our fortunes, Lord, like streams in the Negev.
L: Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.
ALL: Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

  By faith, Mary let go of fear, and became a vessel for God to enter into humanity. By faith, Joseph took comfort from a dream, embracing complex, reconstituted, extended family relationships. By faith, wise ones followed the path of a new star to a strange land, to an undistinguished stable.  Faith is the opposite of belief: a bright-side-up coin whose shadow-side is hope. Faith is relationship and a way of life: caring for orphans and widows, casting out demons of self-doubt and despair, and occasionally raising the dead. This is our faith: Living as if we matter to God, Living with uncertainty yet acting with confidence, walking the star-led spiral to the heart of God’s relentless love. This we believe.
Hymn -                     “What Child Is This?”              Page 137
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Scripture:          Luke 1:46-55 (Pg. 78 NT. Pew Bible)   

                                     Bridget Campbell, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:    “When God Turns Your Life Upside Down”     

   Dedication of Offering
                                    CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec. 17 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal
                  Confirmation Class meets after Worship Service

Dec. 18 - 7:00PM - Dartball - Valleys at Messiah Lutheran

Dec. 20 - 10:00 AM - Senior Center Bingo, 11:30AM - Lunch at cost 

                  12:00 Noon to 3:00 PM - Card Party  

Dec. 24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00AM - Christmas Eve Rehearsal 

                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online- Organist
                 7:00PM - Christmas Eve Communion/Candlelight
                Service - Organist

Dec. 25 - A Blessed and Merry Christmas!  (Church offices closed)
Dec. 30 - 3:30-8:00PM - Social Hall reserved - a family Christmas gathering
Dec. 31 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal,       
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open on Wednesdays from 10:00AM to 12:00 PM.  (3rd Wednesday, Dec. 20th is Card party from Noon to 3:00PM; Bingo will be from 10:00-11:30AM, Lunch (at cost) at 11:30AM.)
DARTBALL - All Games begin at 7:00PM 

(Set up for home games is 6:00PM for home games.)
      Dec. 18th - Valleys is at Messiah Lutheran Church

 Christmas Break- No games Dec. 25, Jan. 1, or Jan. 8; Games resume on Jan. 15, 2024 with Valleys at St. John’s Lutheran.

NO COUNCIL MEETING IN DECEMBER.

PLEASE NOTE: Please address correspondence to  The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all correspondence or the post office will return it to you as the post office is enforcing this change. Thank you!

                 PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, & cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Jessica Faust, (Home); *Dave Shutt, (Shirley Miller’s brother, Home.); *Joan Blosser, (Home); Mary & Ken Zeigler; Greg Gelnett, (broken ankle); Jack Geyer; Gary Geyer; Natalie Shaner (Craig/Carole Fetterhoff’s 8 yr-old-niece); Gail Shertzer; Scott Hebert, (Harrisburg Hosp. Karen’s husband); Hannah Klinger; Mary Cooke; Esther Masser;  Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Jody Russell, (Ed Dobbin’s friend);  Chad Kitchen; Ray Aubil, (Bridget Campbell-Lisa Etzweiler’s coworker); Carol Brown, (Norine Goss’ sister-in-law); Frank Kitchen; Steve Long; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf;  Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Jerry Sturm;  Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Nancy McElrath; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father);   John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine; Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew);  Kevin Conrad;  Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary Miller’s neighbor); Nicole Carron (Carol Fetterhoff’s Friend); Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); Ashleigh Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s Niece); Viola Shiner, Charlie Shertzer’s sister); Mike Lesher
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo; Vickie Shoffler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES: Please pick up your 2024 offering envelopes on the table in the narthex.

ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:00-7:00PM except when there is a home Dartball game.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 
G.S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM;  Troop 11300 meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM;  Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; Troop 11301 meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00-7:30PM.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process. (Pastoral Search Committee meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays and at other times as needed.)

CHRISTMAS CARDS: The Christmas card box is in the narthex until Sunday, Dec. 17th! After Dec. 17th, please sort and place the cards on the tables in the back of sanctuary. Don’t forget to check if you have any Christmas cards.  Please bring cards in for members and friends who are attending church at this time. You may also send one card to The Valleys Congregation if you prefer which will be displayed on the bulletin board.  Please send cards directly to our shut-ins (a list is on the bulletin board in the narthex). If you wish to convey Christmas greetings to members of our congregation who are not coming to in-person church at this time, please send them a card or give them a phone call. There is a list on the bulletin board of members/friends who are not attending at this time and also shut-ins.
SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY     ***************************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
**************************************************************************           
                   UPCOMING EVENTS AT VALLEYS:

PAGEANT REHEARSAL FOR CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be held at 9:00AM during Sunday School hour on Sunday, December 24th.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th at 7:00PM. We plan to have pageantry with shepherds, angels, Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, and wisemen along with special music, lessons and carols. Please plan to join us on this special night as we remember the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus.
Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Elders, Deacons, Mission Committee.) Please give the reports to the church secretary by Monday, January 1, 2024 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun., January 21, 2024.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024  following Worship Service; the meeting will be followed by the Congregational Meal, please bring a covered dish to share. More details in upcoming bulletins.
COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be on Wednesday, January 24, 2024. INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024 during worship service.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
                            What Is Christmas?
Christmas is belief in the past, courage for the present and hope for the future. It is a fervent wish that every cup may overflow with blessings rich and eternal, and that every path may lead to peace.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for December 17, 2023

Invocation:  

Lord we are grateful to be gathered together today to worship Your Holy name.  We offer our worship and adoration to You, for You are worthy to be praised.  We lift our voices together to offer You all that you are due.  Come, now and be present with us as we worship.  In Christ we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 126, Luke 1:46-55

Sermon:

“When God Turns Your Life Upside Down”

One of the greatest lines in the entire Bible was a response to a teenage girl.  When the angel Gabriel told Mary that she would be pregnant and give birth to the Son of God, she asked him how that would even be possible because she was a virgin and not yet married.  Then the angel responded to her and said: “For nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).

The question is:  Do you believe that God can do great things – impossible things – through your life too?

There was a very ordinary fellow born on November 7, 1918, in the downstairs bedroom of a farmhouse near Charlotte, North Carolina.  Raised on a dairy farm he was just an ordinary boy.  He started to read books from an early age and loved to read novels for boys, especially Tarzan.  Like Tarzan, he would hang on the trees and gave the popular Tarzan yell. According to his father, that yelling would later benefit him.  He was turned down for membership in a local youth group for being "too worldly”.  At the age of 16 during a series of revival meetings he came to Christ.  That ordinary young boy was Billy Graham. 
That ordinary Billy Graham’s estimated lifetime audience, including radio and television broadcasts, topped billions of people.  He preached to live audiences of 210 million people in more than 185 countries.  As a result of his crusades, Billy Graham preached the gospel to more people in person than anyone in the history of Christianity.  Just an ordinary guy being used by God.  “For Nothing is impossible with God.”
God picks people, regular, ordinary people like you and me, and he asks us to do great things. And it doesn’t matter if you have to work, or if you’re busy, or if you’re too old or too young, or if you’re not ready. There are times when God interrupts what you’re doing and says to you, “I want you to do something great for me.”

That’s what happened to Mary, the mother of Jesus. She was a regular, ordinary girl, probably in her middle teens, living in a small village. She was a peasant who believed in God – nothing special. And then, one day, God told her – you are the one that will be the mother of the Messiah. I have chosen you. How Mary responded to this teaches us how we can respond, when God challenges us, when God turns our lives upside down and asks us to do great things for him.

Now Mary didn’t go to a special school that trained women on how to mother the Son of God. And Mary wasn’t holy. She had sin, just like everybody else. The Bible portrays her as a regular, ordinary, peasant girl who believed that someday a Messiah would come and take away her sins. And then, God turns her life upside down, and tells her that nine months from now, she was going to be the mother of the Messiah.

I’m sure this was a big shock to Mary. She wasn’t part of the upper class of society. She had no experience being a mother. This was inconvenient for her – she was engaged, and this would cause a great deal of stress between her and Joseph. Socially, this wouldn’t look good – an unwed Jewish teenager who is pregnant. I’m sure Mary was wondering to herself, “Why me?”

What God did to Mary is similar to what God sometimes does to us. Sometimes, God interrupts your life and says to you, “You’re the one I’ve chosen to do something big,” and then you say to yourself, “Why me?” Maybe God does this to you in your personal life – he places a huge challenge in front of you – the challenge of taking care of an aging parent, or the challenge of loving difficult relatives, or the challenge of being the strong one in the family. And you’re not ready for that challenge. But God says to you, “I’ve chosen you.” God does this to churches too. He places a huge challenge in front of us – the challenge of being the church in this community, taking the Gospel out, and meeting the needs of those around us.  Maybe you say to yourself, “I’m not ready for this challenge.” And God says, “But I’ve chosen you. You have no training. It’s very inconvenient. I know you’re not ready. But I’ve chosen you,” God says.

How did Mary respond? We see her response in the words of her song, called the “Magnificat.” And as we read through this song, you can see three things. You can see, first of all, that Mary responds to God with humble faith. Mary believed that God would do this great thing through her: “From now on, all generations will call me blessed,” Mary said. Mary believed that she would be the mother of the Messiah, even though it seemed unbelievable to her. And Mary responded to all of this not just with humble faith, but also with humble obedience. As you read through her song, you can tell that Mary wasn’t resisting. Instead, she calls herself God’s “servant”. Mary was going to obey and walk the road that God had placed in front of her. And as she thought about this, Mary also responded with joy. She says, “My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” She was happy that God had chosen her, a small and insignificant person, to do such a great thing.

When God turns your life upside down, and asks you to do great things for him, how do you respond? With humble faith? Or do you say to God, “God, I don’t think you know what you’re doing. You’re wrong God, you’re wrong!” When God turns your life upside down, do you respond with humble obedience? Or do you say, “No God, I don’t think so. I’m not going to cooperate with you.” When God turns your life upside down, do you respond with joy, like Mary? Or do you complain and grumble? When we look at Mary’s life, and how Mary responded when God turned her life upside down, we are humbled, because we realize that we sin. We doubt and resist and complain.

But our God is a God who loves sinners. He came to Mary, not because she was so perfect, but purely out of his grace and mercy. And that same God comes to us. Mary called God her “Savior,” and he is your Savior too. God did great things for Mary, and God also does great things for you. Instead of condemning you for your sins, God sends his Son, who takes your sins away. Instead of condemning you, God has mercy on you, and forgives you, just as he had mercy on Mary.

And trusting in that God, that Messiah – that’s where Mary found the strength and courage she needed to move forward as the future mother of the Christ. Ultimately, what happened,was that God turned Mary into a person that she had never planned to be, someone that all generations would call “blessed.” And if you were to ask Mary if she would change anything, I’m sure she’d say no. God turned her life upside down. He asked this small peasant girl to do a big thing. But God also gave her faith, and strength to obey.  He gave her joy as she carried out God’s plan.

Remember this, when God challenges you, when God turns your life upside down, God loves to ask small people to do big things. And when God does that to you, remember that he will also give you faith, and courage, and joy, as you carry out His plan in your life. Ultimately, God is working in you, turning you into a person that you had never planned to be. That’s how God works. May He bless you, just as he blessed that young, surprised, peasant girl Mary, many many years ago. Amen.
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

God of wonders, in many and various ways you speak to your us.  We give thanks and praise you that you speak to us through Jesus Christ, the eternal Word made flesh.  We give you thanks that that your Son, Jesus, paved the way for our salvation through suffering on behalf of all your people, and that He now sits at your right hand to intercede on our behalf when we pray.  Hear us, O God, as we lift our prayers to you this day. 
During this Advent Season, draw us closer to you, Lord.  By the power of Your Holy Spirit open wide our heart to receive the Christ Child.  May we be nourished and refreshed each and every day by His presence in our lives.
We pray today for those burdened with sorrow and grief,___________________.  Comfort them with your presence.  Give them patience to trust in the promise that you will never leave nor forsake us.

We pray for those who are dealing with sickness of body - ___________________.  Help them sense your healing power at work to ease their pain and protect them from anything that might weaken them further.  Bless doctors and nurses and all who support them as daily they minister to their needs.  May clinics, hospitals, and places of convalescence be sources of healing, giving hope to your people. 

Lord, we pray for peace in our world, our communities, and our homes.  In spite of our circumstances, whether we are sick, or bereaved, or dealing with problems, or in danger, remind us that you are with us.  May we live a life of joy as we see you at work in our lives each and every day.  We Pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father,  . . . Amen.
Benediction:
And now may the love of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
